
Quarter 1  

Outside Reading Project 
Mrs. Heather Sparks ELA 3-4 HG 

 

Each quarter of the school year, you’ll be challenged with an outside reading project. This will require you to obtain a 

book (through purchase, borrow from a library, etc). Unless otherwise specified, your text may be digital.  

 

Steps for Mission Completion:  

 

1.  Choose a level-appropriate (not too easy!) dystopian novel of your choice… with some restrictions.  

● A dystopia is defined as a repressive, squalid society -- the opposite of a utopia.  Dystopian novels such as 

1984 and Brave New World have served as cautionary tales, warning our own society against practices that 

could lead to the oppressed states they depict. 

● The following texts cannot be chosen because we (or a potential future Ridge class) teach them:  

○ Brave New World by Huxley, 1984 by Orwell, Animal Farm by Orwell, Lord of the Flies by Golding.  

● The following are examples of dystopian novels that are too easy for this assignment (even though they are 

probably awesome). Books like this won’t be approved: 

○ The Hunger Games, The Giver, A Wrinkle in Time, Matched, Divergent 

● Finally, the book must be 200+ pages. This is non-negotiable.  

● Hint: A simple Google search for “dystopian novels” is a solid place to start.  

 

2. READ THE BOOK. As you read, make notes to help you answer your chosen journal topics.  

 

3. JOURNAL ENTRIES.  

You will complete five journal entries.  

 

Step #1 - Thumb through the book and divide the book into five sections, preferably after chapters or sections and not in the 

middle of them. You will complete a journal entry for each section. Therefore, you will have five journal entries for your novel.  

 

Step #2 - Choose the journal entry prompt on the next page as you reach each section end. Choose a prompt that you feel you 

can write about for at least one full page. Once you choose a journal prompt, you cannot do that prompt again for the novel. For 

instance, if you choose prompt #1, then you cannot do prompt #1 again.  

 

Step #3 – Write the entry!  

 

Basic Requirements:   1 Typed Page, Double Spaced, One Inch Margins, Times New Roman Font (or similar), 12 Point Font  

 

MLA Heading Requirements:  

Upper Left Hand Corner: 

 

Name  

Mrs. Sparks 

ELA 1-2 HG 

12 September 2019 

  

Title Requirements:  

Centered, not bolded, one line down from heading:  

 

Journal Number (1 thru 5) and Journal Choice Snippet (For instance, if you chose prompt #3, you would write “Confused” here. 

If you chose prompt #7, you would write “Characters”.  



 

Ex: #3 Confused 

 

Writing Requirements: 

 

You should begin your response to the prompt with strong topic sentence. Follow that with a series of supporting 

statements/details that stick to your topic sentence, with commentary explaining how each proves your point. No matter the 

entry, you will need multiple, embedded quotes or paraphrased examples with parenthetical documentation. End with a 

non-cliche conclusion that wraps up your thoughts on the subject. Each new idea requires a new paragraph. Each journal entry 

should also reflect your understanding of the text. In other words, I should know that you read and understood the book 

through the details in your journal entries. Have something unique and interesting to say! First or third person POV is 

acceptable for these entries.  

 

Step #4 – Edit, Revise & Professionalize  

 

Always check your work over many times before submitting it to me. Have your guardians or a trusted mentor look it over. 

Read it out loud, in a quiet room by yourself (yes, I’m serious -- try it and you’ll see why).  Check for structure, diction, clarity of 

ideas, and tone.  

 

Journal Prompts -- Pick 5!  

*No matter the entry, you will need multiple, embedded quotes or paraphrased examples with parenthetical documentation. 

 

1. How did you experience the book? Were you engaged immediately, or did it take you a while to "get into it"? How did you feel 

reading it —amused, sad, disturbed, confused, bored...?  

 

2. Sometimes books touch you, reminding you of your own life, as part of the larger human experience. Are there connections 

between the book and your own life? Or, does the book remind you of an event (or events) that happened to someone you 

know?  

 

3. Are you confused about what happened (or didn't happen) in the book? What events or characters do you not understand? 

Does the use of language in the book confuse you? Is there anything that the author could have done to make what happened 

(or didn't happen) more clear?  

 

4. Is there an idea in the book that makes you stop and think, or prompts questions? Identify the idea and explain your 

responses.  

 

5. What are your favorite lines/quotes? Cite them into your reading journal and explain why these passages caught your 

attention, and what they mean to you.  

 

6. Does this section of the reading change the way you think about the world or the people in it? What did you learn that you 

never knew before?  

 

7. Describe the main characters —their personality traits, motivations, inner qualities. Why do they do what they do? Are their 

actions justified? Do you admire or disapprove of them? How do they grow (or shrink) throughout the text? Do they remind you 

of people you know?  

 

8. How controversial are the issues raised in the book? Who is aligned on which sides of the issues? Where do you fall in that 

line-up?  

 

9. What lesson(s) do you think the author is trying to teach? What themes do you find? What is the author's purpose? Does the 

author wish to preserve or reform our culture? (Themes are not one word utterances. They are a complete thought followed by 

a complete action. In other words, what is the author trying to teach us about a certain issue(s)?)  

 



10. Is the ending satisfying? If so, why? If not, why not...and how would you change it? 

Dates to remember: 

 

4. MOVIE ANALYSIS. 

You have two options for this step.  

 

Movie Option #1:  

● Join us for an after-school showing of The Hunger Games on ____________. Enjoy the film AND take notes. 

● Then, in a macrotheme (don’t worry, we’ll cover that if it sounds unfamiliar), respond to the following prompt: 

○ As a dystopian text, what warnings does The Hunger Games have for society?  What facets of society in The 

Hunger Games could the movie be cautioning the world about? In a well-supported macrotheme, discuss the 

warnings that The Hunger Games has for humankind.  Include specific examples and aspects of society from 

the movie to support your thesis.   

Movie Option #2:  

● Choose a dystopian film based on your preference, and discuss your choice with your guardian. Watch the film outside 

of school and take notes. This film should not be based off of a book we read in class or the novel you read for this 

project. It can be based on a text that we deemed “too easy” when it came to book choice.  

● Then, in a macrotheme, respond to the following prompt: 

○ As a dystopian text, what warnings does the story have for society?  What facets of society in this film could 

the movie be cautioning the world about? In a well-supported macrotheme, discuss the warnings that the 

story has for humankind.  Include specific examples and aspects of society from the movie to support your 

thesis.   

 

Your book is due to be approved by Mrs. Sparks on ___________. 

 

Your book must be read and your journal entries submitted by ___________. 

 

 

Student Agreement:  

 

I, ____________________, have chosen to read ____________________________ by 

_____________________________. This book has ___________ pages.  

 

The film I have chosen to view for analysis is approved by my guardian.  

 

Student Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 

 

Guardian Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 

 

Mrs. Sparks’s Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 

 


